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Hello! 

We hope you are keeping well and having a lovely 
summer. It’s almost back to school season, which 
means one thing…. we’re closer to the PWSAI Family 
Weekend 2019.  

Make sure you are staying up to date with all our 
news by 

•Emailing info@pwsai.ie to be added to the mailing 
list. Also add info@pwsai.ie to your contact list, so 
the emails don’t go into spam. 

•Texting Ann O’Neill, the PWSAI Liason officer, to be 
added to our group text list. Contact Ann PWSAI 
Family Liason Officer on 087 252 2832 

•Checking Facebook, Twitter and the PWSAI website 
www.pwsai.ie 

PWSAI AGM 

The PWSAI AGM is on the 21st September 2019 at 
10.00am in the Red Cow Moran Hotel, Co.Dublin

All PWSAI members are warmly invited to attend.

We hope to see you there!
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Dates for your diary 

PWSAI AGM 2019

21st September 10am in 
the Red Cow Moran Hotel, 
Co.Dublin

PWSAI Family Weekend 

4th-6th October 2019, The 
Brehon Hotel, Killarney, 
Co.Kerry

An update from 
lovely Lulu! 

Lulu started GH last 
month. Since starting she 
is now really playing 
"catch up". She's pulling 
to stand and crawling. 
She's stacking blocks 
and signing better than 
ever. She's also much 
louder and not afraid to 
let us know she has a 
voice now. 
She also got to meet 
both of her godparents 
(at the same time) this 
month and is clearly a 
very happy little lady 😁  
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PWSAI Family Liason Officer 
Ann O’Neill  

If you need any advice or to be put in 
touch with other families, don’t 

hesitate to contact  
Ann at 087 252 2832

mailto:info@pwsai.ie
mailto:info@pwsai.ie
http://www.pwsai.ie
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Welcome to Gary!  

PWSAI are delighted to announce the 
appointment of Gary Brennan to the position of  
Development Officer with PWSAI. 

Achieving this objective has been the result of 
significant effort ,particularly over the last  year. 
In collaboration with the HSE, we advertised and 
interviewed candidates for the position.There 
were a number of strong candidates, but there 
was overall consensus on the interview panel for 
Gary to be offered the position and I’m delighted 
that he has accepted the position.Gary started in 
his Role at the start of May and has contributed 
greatly since starting in his new position.It will 
take him some time get to  know the wider 
PWSAI Membership, but he intends to do just 
that.Gary will be attending the Family weekend in 
Kerry ,which will give everyone there, an 
opportunity to meet him in person. 
So I hope you join we in giving him a big warm 
PWSAI welcome.  

Kind Regards, Anthony 

Gary’s Bio 

Gary comes to the organisation with 12 years experience in the social care sector. Gary holds an 
Honours degree in Applied Social Studies and Social Care with the Technological University of 
Dublin and a diploma in Training and Further Education with NUIG 

In 2011, he joined RehabCare, supporting adults with PWS in residential care settings in Dublin 
and has held a number of operational roles up to Team Leader level. He expanded his remit into 
to healthcare training, as a subject matter expert on managing negative behaviours and 
aggression.  

In 2014 he to visited PWS services in Denmark, as part of a collaboration between PWSAI and 
RehabCare, and gained some valuable insights into how they support people with PWS.  
He was part of the team that presented the findings of the visit to families and supporters of 
PWSAI at a conference later that year. 

Gary is looking forward to developing a strong foundation within PWSAI from which the future 
of PWS awareness, support and services provision can advance. 
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Join the committee 

It would be brilliant to 
have some fresh faces 
join the PWSAI 
committee. 

The amount of time 
needed is probably less 
than you think! The 
amount you'll learn is 
probably more than you 
think! And we're a very 
friendly group where all 
ideas and contributions 
are welcome. 

If you’d like to join the 
committee but can’t 
make the AGM, get in 
touch with Emma at 

info@pwsai.ie 

mailto:info@pwsai.ie
http://www.pwsai.ie
mailto:info@pwsai.ie
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PWSAI Family Weekend 2019 

The PWSAI Family Weekend 2019 is taking place on 
the 4th-6th October 2019 in the Brehon Hotel, 
Killarney, Co.Kerry 
There are limited rooms available, which the hotel 
will need to release, so book in ASAP! 

To do - RSVP: We need to know numbers!  

1.RSVP to info@pwsai.ie with the number in your group 
that are attending and the name/age of your person 
with PWS or online at our website.  

2. Send a photo of your VIP (your person with PWS) to 
Ann O’Neill at annosmile1@hotmail.com   It can be a 
momentous moment or just your favourite photo! Please 
do this ASAP, as we don’t want to miss anybody in the 
celebratory slideshow! 

 

Fantastic news from Resilience! 

Resilience are pleased to announce the opening of 
a new residential service in October 2019 
designed and developed specifically to support 
people with Prader Willi Syndrome. We are located 
in Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford, just an hour from South 
County Dublin. 

This exciting innovation is the result of an extensive period of review by Resilience who, 
together with families and members of PWSAI have travelled to Germany, Denmark 
and the UK to visit and study in-depth, experienced EU PWS specialist providers. We 
have also had learning workshops with PWSA UK, attended the IPWSO conference, 
researched global best practice, consulted deeply with people with PWS and their 
families and built all of this learning into the creation of this specialist service.  

Each person has their own individualised living space, together with the choice to use 
communal areas such as the gym, sitting rooms, leisure areas and dining room. Our food 
storage, preparation, and dining areas are designed to meet the unique needs of people 
with PWS and provide total food security. We provide fresh, nutritious, and calorie 
controlled meals combined with regular exercise. We also provide specialist support for 
the cognitive, behavioural and emotional challenges associated with PWS.  

This is in keeping with Resilience Social Care’s unique ethos of providing people with 
the kind of progressive support that optimises their experience of life and encourages 
each individual to reach their potential. The new residence in Enniscorthy, is run by an 
experienced Senior Management Team and is supported by healthcare professionals 
trained by International Experts in PWS. Our clinical supports comprise of Psychiatry, 

PWSAI �3

PWS Awareness 
Day 

In May, lots of you wore 
orange for PWS Awareness 
day!  

http://www.pwsai.ie
mailto:info@pwsai.ie
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Psychology, Dietician, Occupational Therapy, Behaviour 
Therapy and other supports arranged as required by 
each person. We provide our day supports in line with 
New Directions, underpinned by person centred 
planning to enable each person to achieve their 
maximum potential and have a good life.  

Resilience have plans to roll out the Prader Willi service 
nationally, growing it to become a country-wide centre of 
excellence for supporting people with PWS in Ireland.  

If you would like to learn more about Resilience’s 
specialist service for supporting people with PWS, 
please contact info@resilience.ie or call 065 6722875.  
Alternatively, if you would be interested in joining the 
world class team at Resilience as they lead the way in 
PWS, please find below a list of open roles currently 
available.  

https://www.resilience.ie/support-worker-enniscorthy/ 
https://www.resilience.ie/pic-wexford/ 

We’d love to hear from you!    
Email us at  info@pwsai.ie 

The PWSAI Newsletter 
HQ would love to hear 
from you. If you have 
any advice to share or 

great achievements to be 
proud of, please get in 

touch! 

See you at the  
PWSAI Family Weekend 2019…. 

 the countdown is on! 
 

Don’t forget to RSVP and to 
send your photo of your VIP! 
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International 
Conference 

Thank you to the 
most recent 
fundraisers…  

Team Mary Rose raised 
€3275 from the Vintage 
Peddlars Club! Amazing!!

Henry’s dad Rory did a 
solo run of 35 miles 
(56km) through 
Connemara raising 
€3065! 

Laura Kealy, Jacks sister, 
took part in the mini 
marathon for the first time 
raising €175.

A huge thank you to all 
our fundraisers! 

Keep 
in touch

http://www.pwsai.ie
mailto:info@resilience.ie?subject=Enquiry%2520from%2520Website
https://www.resilience.ie/support-worker-enniscorthy/
https://www.resilience.ie/pic-wexford/
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